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Abstract
In recent years, Gated and Guarded community  schemes (GACOS) have been gaining increased popularity among
house buyers. This phenomenon can be attributed to the demand for heightened safety and security among house
buyers. Scholars agreed that GACOS have managed to improve safety and security of  residents but criticised the
impacts of  GACOS on community  relationship in urban areas. GACOS are said to create segregation between the
haves and the have-nots and are symbol of  wealth and status. This study investigates the perception of  non-GACOS
residents towards GACOS to see their acceptance of  the schemes. It is found that non-residents are favourable to the
GACOS concept, mainly due to safety and security reason. They also do not associate GACOS to exclusivity and status.
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